
RCIA and the Christian Initiation  
of Children 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for taking the time to read through these slides and review some of the materials that were covered here at the Archdiocese of Boston’s collaborative efforts between the Office of Religious Education and the Office of Divine Worship.

The reason we offered this workshop is because of the number of questions that arise every year in our parishes, schools and other programs institutions in the Archdiocese surrounding the questions concerning the initiation process for children who either were never baptized as infants, or children who, having been baptized as Infants either in the Catholic church or outside, are unsure of how they need to go about preparing to receive the other Sacraments of Initiation.

This is the first workshop of hopefully a series that will assist parishes and collaborative teams in improving their RCIA ministry and, in cases where there is no RCIA – helping to get one started.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
We begin with prayer, and we recall the invitation by the Angel Gabriel to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The Angel announces the good news, and Mary accepts the invitation to become the Mother of God’s Son.  Christ is incarnate in Mary, through her faithful and loving obedience to the Divine Will.

When Mary hears the message, she says “yes”!  But she continues to ponder the meaning of the greeting.  Mary is the model of our discipleship.  She teaches us to welcome the Word of God with faith and obedience.  She also shows us the importance of pondering that Word, of unwrapping the mysteries we have received through the Church’s instruction and the teaching of the Gospel.  She is the model for mystagogy – She ponders the mystery in her heart and lets the mystery of Christ’s Life, Death and Resurrection take root in her.  

She will help us to understand how the RCIA is a rich resource for evangelization, catechesis and conversion.  A process that leads to our own personal holiness and openness to the working of the Holy Spirit in the Church and in our hearts, when we receive Him in the Sacraments of Initiation.



 A brief overview of the R.C.I.A. 
 

Canon Law and the Christian Initiation of Children 
 

How to use R.C.I.A. for the formation of Children 
 

Initiatory and Ongoing Catechesis (Mystagogy) 
 

A walk through the process of RCIA with children 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There’s a lot that we hoped to get through!  This is a workshop intended for those who have been involved in Children’s RCIA and for those who have never even heard about RCIA.  In two hours it will be difficult to cover everything, but the outline above is an honest attempt at covering the most common questions and areas of confusion for people.  

We will give a brief overview of the RCIA – especially for those who have never heard about it.

We will look at the question of how Canon Law points out the differences between children and adults, with special attention being paid to the “age of reason”, “age of discernment” and “catechetical age.”  There are so many different phrases used to describe the age at which a child’s journey to the sacraments of initiation will change dramatically.  This is perhaps one of the most important pieces of the presentation.  It helps us to sift through all the various scenarios that we encounter – by presenting the universal Canon Law of the Church.  In some places, unfortunately, the laws concerning the sacramental initiation of Children of Catechetical age are still not being observed.  

Next we will talk about how a Rite, written for Adult initiation, has been adapted for children – taking into consideration the very unique needs and reality of kids.

We’ll make a very important distinction between Initiatory and Ongoing Catechesis, which is often neglected in our parishes and needs to be resurrected.

And finally, we’ll walk through the process of RCIA with a child.




What is the R.C.I.A.? 
 Paragraph One: 
 

 “ The rite of Christian initiation presented 
here is designed for adults who, after 
hearing the mystery of Christ proclaimed, 
consciously and freely seek the living God 
and enter the way of faith and conversion as 
the Holy Spirit opens their hearts.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Important points are made in Paragraph One, which is the best description of what RCIA is:
It is designed for ADULTS – red flag for those who have been asked to do RCIA with Children!  Don’t worry, we’ll see how the RCIA contains a whole chapter on how this Rite can and is adaptable for children.
Those who come to RCIA have HEARD the word of God – He has revealed Himself to them by something they have heard.  Remember what St. Paul says:  “Faith comes through hearing.”  or “How can they believe in him, unless someone tells them about Him?”  St. Paul is referring to Christ.  
A person who has the use of reason is able to “consciously and freely seek the living God” – it requires an act that is freely chosen.
In the Gospel at Mass this morning, we hear the story of Jesus healing the mother-in-law of Simon Peter.  They bring multitudes of people to Jesus, to be healed, to be exorcized, to encounter that Divine Love that will set them free from sin and death.  Jesus then goes off to pray – and Peter goes looking for Jesus, and says, “Lord, everyone is looking for you!”  The RCIA is the Church’s pastoral response to everyone who is looking for Jesus.  We find him in His Church, in His Sacraments, and in His Body assembled around the Eucharist each Sunday.
Finally, they “enter the way of faith and conversion as the Holy Spirit opens their hearts.”  This is the work of God!  The Holy Spirit, is the prime mover – He awakens the interest, the curiousity.  God opens our hearts so that we might experience faith and conversion, the ultimate goals of the RCIA process.  



What is the R.C.I.A.? 
 “ … a gradual process that takes place within the 

community of the faithful….  
 

 … by renewing their own conversion, the faithful 
provide an example that will help the catechumens 
to obey the Holy Spirit more generously.” 

 

 … a spiritual journey … that varies according to the 
many forms of God’s grace, the free cooperation of 
individuals, the action of the Church, and the 
circumstances of time and place…” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s a gradual process – conversion and faith don’t come over night!  It’s something that needs to be received – and sometimes our hearts don’t open as quickly as we think they do.  Gradually, the Holy Spirit opens hearts to receive the proclamation, the Good News.  And this process always takes place within the community of the Faithful.  Christ does not exist apart from his Bride, the Church.  St. Paul’s theology reminds us that the Church is an extension of Christ.  If people are called to a relationship with Christ, then they are also called to a relationship with the Church –the members of the Body of Christ.  It’s never done in isolation from the Church – which is why the RCIA is such a liturgical reality, it takes place as part of the Church’s public worship.  It is an action of the entire Church on behalf of those seeking to become its members.

The faithful, already baptized members of the Church have an opportunity to renew their own conversion.  When RCIA is done correctly, it impacts the entire community – it’s a renewal of faith for all believers, who are called to give an example to the catechumens to obey the Holy Spirit with a generous heart.  The faith isn’t just something that’s taught – it is something that’s witnessed.  We all have people in our lives who, like the saints, model what it means to be a Christian.

Finally, RCIA is not a program – it’s a “spiritual journey” that is custom-fit to each individual.  God calls us each by name, He knows us, He knows everything that we need.  RCIA is about allowing Him to help the individual to make that journey to faith in Christ and a real living relationship with Him.



What is the R.C.I.A.? 

 “RCIA” is the modern-day name for the ancient 
“catechumenate”, a catechetical system developed 
in the Early Church, the centuries following the 
Apostles. 

 

 Restored at the Second Vatican Council and 
promulgated for use again in 1972 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This isn’t something new – if we read some of the earliest Christian writings we see that in the first few centuries of the Church there existed the “catechumenate” – for those who wanted to become Christians.  The Order of the Sacraments of Initiation for the majority of the Church’s life has been:  First – Baptism, Then – Confirmation, Finally – Eucharist.  It’s only in the past 100 years or so that we’ve celebrated these three sacraments in the order that we normally do them today, at least in the Archdiocese of Boston and in the majority of the Church in the USA.  

One of the gifts of the Second Vatican Council was the restoration of the ancient catechumenate.  It was expressly desired by the Council Fathers – and yet, it’s still catching on.  We have some catching up to do…





De Catechizandis Rudibus 

“On the Catechizing of the Uninstructed” 
“You have requested me, brother 

Deogratias, to send you in writing 
something which might be of 
service to you in the matter of 
catechizing the uninstructed. For 
you have informed me that in 
Carthage, where you hold the 
position of a deacon, persons who 
have to be taught the Christian 
faith from its very rudiments, are 
frequently brought to you by 
reason of your enjoying the 
reputation of possessing a rich gift 
in catechizing…”   - St. Augustine 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we have one example of one of those early Christian texts – this one is from St. Augustine’s “De Catechizandis Rudibus”, in which he writes to a Deacon, Deogratias, explaining to him how to teach the faith to those who are “uninstructed”.  Apparently this deacon had a great gift as a “catechizer” – and people were brought to him for instruction.

We are going through this exercise because we, like Deogratias, have been given the enormous task of catechizing – which is a rich gift!  



RCIA as a Liturgical Reality 
The RCIA is a liturgical 

order consisting of:  
 

RITES – “doorways” 
through which the 
candidates pass as they 
progress in conversion 

 

PERIODS – stages along 
the process of initiation 
that prepare for the next 
step through catechesis 
and conversion 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As mentioned earlier, RCIA isn’t just a catechetical program – it’s much more than that.  IT’S A LITURGICAL REALITY!  This is why in the Archdiocese of Boston and in most Diocesan structures, the RCIA falls under the Office of Liturgy or Divine Worship.  

Becoming a Catholic is a process that includes the entire Church, praying for and supporting their brothers and sisters in the process.  It is a liturgical order (ordo) consisting of Rites and Periods.  The Rites celebrate the passage from one period to another.  The Rites reflect on the conversion and growth in faith that has taken place in the preceding period, and it signals the type of growth and conversion that hopefully will take place in the period that will follow…



The Structure of the RCIA 
 Divided into 4 

periods/stages: 
1. Evangelization/Pre-

Catechumenate 
2. The Catechumenate 
3. Purification and 

Enlightenment 
4. Post-Baptismal 

Catechesis, or 
Mystagogy 

 Containing 3 major 
liturgical rites: 

 

1. Rite of Acceptance Into the 
Order of Catechumens 
 

2. The Rite of Election 
 

3. The Sacraments of 
Initiation – Baptism, 
Confirmation, Eucharist 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide is pretty self-explanatory.  However, it’s important to note that we begin with the stage or period of Evangelization or Pre-Catechumenate – and this leads to the Liturgical Rite of Acceptance Into the Order of Catechumens.  This rite begins the formal period of “Catechumenate”, which should last at least one year.  When it is determined that the person has demonstrated the signs of readiness to proceed with the following stage, they are invited to participate in the Liturgical Rite of Election.  This is a beautiful liturgy that takes place at the Cathedral with the Archbishop, and it marks the fact that GOD has chosen these young men and women to be members of His Body, the Church.  There is an optional rite for children, which can be celebrated in the parish instead of the Cathedral – I don’t recommend it, however, unless you feel the children would be intimidated by a gathering of a large crowd in a big church.  
The next period is that of Purification and Enlightenment, the proximate preparation for the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil.  The last Liturgical Rite of RCIA is the actual celebration of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil at the conclusion of Lent.  This is the highpoint, not only of the RCIA, but it is the most important Liturgy of the entire year.  What follows is the period of Mystagogy – of unwrapping the gifts received in the Sacraments.  Now that the neophytes have received the grace of the Sacraments, they are better suited to understand fully the mysteries.  This is a life-long process, but unfortunately it’s the one that is too-often neglected.  In many cases we have dropped the ball when it comes to Mystagogy, and too often we see that our neophytes slow drift away, because they are not receiving the ongoing formation in the faith that they need.



The 3 Pillars of RCIA  & Conversion 
1. Catechetical – One who is asking for faith (seeker) 

becomes the one who professes faith (believer) 
 

 

2. Liturgical – One who is a recipient of the liturgical 
action of the Church (receiving the Sign of the 
Cross) becomes an active, conscious participant in 
the liturgy (full Eucharistic Communion) 

 

3. Pastoral – From and earthly, self-centered 
orientation (sin) to intentional discipleship (seeking 
holiness) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we think of RCIA – we often think first of the Catechetical dimension.  Since conversion is such an integral part of the RCIA process, we must understand the three pillars of the RCIA in terms of the conversion that takes place within each of these:

You will see them above – pretty self explanatory



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this section here we will look at three case studies – probably all situations that most parishes have dealt with, and we will examine how the law of the Church helps us to address each situation.

There are obviously many more situations/case studies that could be examined, but for the sake of our purposes we chose to stick with some of the more basic examples.  It will be rare to encounter a case that wouldn’t resemble one of these three following.




Jane is five years old and has recently started spending 
the weekends with her grandparents.  She was never 
baptized and her parents don’t take her to Church on 
Sundays.  Her grandparents have started taking her 
and she has expressed an interest in becoming 
Catholic, like her grandmother. 
 

Her parents contact the Church secretary and begin 
asking if this can be done, and how they should go 
about it… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What’s important to note here is her age.  She’s five, and it’s through her grandmother that she demonstrates an interest in the faith.  It’s also important to note that it’s her parents who make the contact with the Church.

At the morning session, someone asked about the possibility of grandma baptizing the child at home in the Kitchen Sink!  Sound familiar?  It’s important to note that only in danger of death may a non-ordained baptize someone.  See the Code of Canon Law, 861 §1.  Stay close to the child, give the child good example and encourage the child’s parents to have the child baptized. 



Canon Law and Christian Initiation 

or  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, what do we do with Jane?  Can we have her baptized or does she have to go through the RCIA.  

In short – she can simply be baptized, with the permission of her parents.  They play an important role in the religious upbringing of their daughter.




Canon Law and the Question of the  
Two Categories of Children/Minors 
 Children under seven 

years old, and those who 
lack the use of reason. 
 

 Children, 7 and older, 
who have the use of 
reason. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Canon law makes a distinction at the age of 7 – which is commonly called the “age of reason” or discernment or “catechetical age”.  Basically, it’s when a child is able to think rationally, to understand consequences, to draw conclusions…  



Canon Law and the Christian Initiation 
of Children  
 “Children or infants are 

those who have not yet 
reached the age of 
discernment and 
therefore cannot have or 
profess personal faith.” 

 Introduction, Baptism of 
Children, paragraph 1. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first paragraph of the Rite of Baptism for Children talks about the age of discernment.  See above.  They are not capable of professing the faith for themselves, but will rely on parents and godparents to do that.



Billy is in the Second Grade at a Catholic School.  
He notices his friends are getting excited about 
their First Holy Communion in the Spring and he 
asks his parents what Holy Communion is and 
why they don’t go to Church.  Billy has never been 
baptized, but he wants to receive Holy 
Communion just like his classmates. 
Billy’s parents ask their son’s teacher what they 
can do so that Billy can receive Communion, just 
like his classmates. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pay attention to his age – to the fact that he’s never been baptized.  He wants to receive Holy Communion like his classmates – what’s the way we would handle this?




Canon Law and Christian Initiation 

or  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Billy is not like the rest of his classmates in the sense that he hasn’t yet received Baptism.  He’s over 7 years old, has the use of reason – and therefore must prepare for the sacraments through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.




Canon Law and the Christian Initiation 
of Children  
 “The prescripts of the 

canons on adult baptism 
are to be applied to all 
those who, no longer 
infants, have attained 
the use of reason.” 

 Canon 852, §1. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The important Canon in the Code of Canon Law is Canon 852.  Children are considered adults, for the purpose of Christian initiation, when they reach the age of reason.



Canon Law and the Christian Initiation 
of Children  
 With reference to 

Baptism, an adult is 
considered to be anyone 
seven or older with the 
use of reason 

 Those who are 7 or older 
and have the use of 
reason are baptized 
according to the RCIA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Billy is considered an adult in the Church’s eyes, and therefore must prepare to receive the sacraments in the same way that adult catechumens prepare to receive them.  Billy will receive First Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil, after he has received Baptism and Confirmation.  His catechumenate might be done in time for him to receive Holy Communion again with his classmates when they receive theirs, but it’s important not to get in to the trap of discussing “timelines” and dates.  Remember, RCIA is about conversion through various stages and steps.  

The pastoral problem this presents is trying to discuss this concept of conversion, stages and steps with parents who view their child’s education through the lens of grade-levels and testing and passing/failing.  The catechumenate should last one year – according to the norms established by the Bishops in the USA.  Billy will most likely be receiving the sacraments when he is in the 3rd grade.  This may be a challenge at first, but hopefully the parents will understand that Billy, because he wasn’t baptized as an infant, must receive all three sacraments together now that he has the age of reason.

Someone in the morning session raised a good question:  How can we expect a child in the 2nd grade to be ready to receive Confirmation.  This is a good question, because it points out some of the pitfalls and misunderstandings surrounding Confirmation.  If a child is prepared to receive the Holy Eucharist, that child should also be prepared to receive Confirmation.  Confirmation is the sacrament that prepares us to receive the Eucharist, to unite ourselves to the Eucharistic sacrifice, to cry out, “Abba, Father” in union with Christ’s own self-offering as we realize it most fully in the Eucharistic Celebration.  



“Christian Initiation of Children Who 
Have Reached Catechetical Age”  
 Part II, Chapter One, 252 

– 330. 
 
 “This form of the rite of 

Christian initiation is 
intended for children, 
not baptized as infants, 
who have attained the 
use of reason and are of 
catechetical age.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The RCIA book contains an entire chapter in part 2 dedicated to the question of Christian Initiation of kids like Billy, not baptized as an infant, who is of catechetical age.

Want to know how to do RCIA with kids – read this chapter.  It’s 78 pages and is the best resource when dealing with all the questions that will arise in this important ministry.



National Statutes for the Catechumenate 

 “Since children who have reached the use of reason 
are considered, for purposes of Christian initiation, to 
be adults, their formation should follow the general 
pattern of the ordinary catechumenate as far as 
possible, with the appropriate adaptations permitted 
by the ritual.  They should receive the sacraments of 
baptism, confirmation, and eucharist at the Easter 
Vigil, together with the older catechumens.” 

 
 National Statutes for the Catechumenate, no. 18. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The US’ National Statutes for the Catechumenate repeats basically everything we’ve heard already about catechetical age and initiation.  

Their formation follows the pattern of the ordinary catechumenate (for adults) but there are adaptations made for children.

And – remember – it is envisioned that these sacraments are celebrated together with the older catechumens at the Easter Vigil.




Jade is 12 years old.  Jade’s father is a non-
practicing Catholic, her mother is a Protestant 
(Methodist).  When Jade was born her parents 
had her baptized in the Methodist church.  They 
have moved now to a new town and really like the 
Catholic church down the street.  Her father has 
started going back, and her mother and she have 
started going as well.  Jade’s mom would like to 
become Catholic, and Jade is also interested – 
because many of her friends at school are 
catholics… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our last case study is a bit more complicated – notice that Jade is 12 and was already baptized in the protestant church.  

This is something we encounter a lot – what do we do with children who have already been baptized in another Christian community.

How does Jade go about receiving communion and confirmation …  does she need to be re-baptized????

With regard to this last question – please note that baptism can never be repeated, even if it takes place outside the Catholic Church.  We recognize as valid the baptism of other churches when it is a baptism with water, accompanied by the Trinitarian formula:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  





Baptized and catechized (non-
Catholic) Children??? 
 Reception of Baptized 

Christians into the Full 
Communion of the 
Catholic Church. 
 

 Children seeking full 
communion are also 
considered adults for 
purposes of Christian 
Initiation. 

 Considered candidates – 
participate in liturgical 
rites, make a profession of 
faith, are received into the 
Church, are confirmed and 
receive the Eucharist at 
Easter Vigil or at a Sunday 
Mass during the Easter 
Season. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jade is a candidate for full communion in the church.  Because she is considered an adult according to the Church’s law, she would prepare to enter into the full communion of the Church much like her mother would.  Both she and her mother would participate in some elements of the RCIA, together with catechumens, and they would be received into the full communion of the Catholic Church either at the Easter Vigil or at a Sunday Mass during the Easter Season (in the Archdiocese of Boston).  Following their profession of faith and reception into full communion, they would receive Confirmation and Holy Communion.



Baptized and catechized (non-
Catholic) Children??? 
 The Baptism of most 

Christian churches is 
considered valid by the 
Catholic Church and is 
not repeated. 

 This is a question of a 
baptized, non-Catholic who 
wishes to come into full 
communion with the 
Catholic Church. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pretty self-explanatory.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this section we will see how the RCIA is adapted for Children.



RCIA, 252 
“Such children are capable 
of receiving and 
nurturing a personal 
faith and of recognizing 
an obligation in 
conscience.  But they 
cannot yet be treated as 
adults because, at this 
stage of their lives, they 
are dependent on their 
parents or guardians and 
are still strongly influenced 
by their companions and 
their social surroundings.” 

Let the children come to me… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because they have the use of reason – they are capable of faith, and their conscience can be formed.  But, they cannot yet be treated as adults.  Even though the law recognizes them as adults, the RCIA recognizes that they can’t be treated exactly the same…. Why?

First, they are still dependent on their parents.

Lastly, they are still strongly influenced by their companions and social surroundings.



RCIA, 253 
“The Christian initiation of 
these children requires both 
a conversion that is 
personal and somewhat 
developed, in proportion to 
their age, and the assistance 
of the education they need.   
The process of initiation 
thus must be adapted 
both to their spiritual 
progress, that is to the 
children’s growth in faith, 
and to the catechetical 
instruction they receive.” 

Go and teach all nations… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The two requirements of initiation of children are CONVERSION and CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION.   This will be unpacked in the following slides.



Conversion 
“…conversion that is 
and somewhat …” 
 

 Look for signs of change in the 
family’s life, as well as in the 
individual child. 
 

 A child is capable of conversion 
– this is the most important 
element of their formation – to 
develop a real, personal 
relationship with God and with the 
Church. 

 

 Each will experience conversion 
differently, “depending on the 
many forms of God’s grace.” 

Repent and believe in the Gospel! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conversion that is personal and “somewhat developed”!  The conversion of a child will look a little different from our conversion as adults.  Look at the points to look for above when determining signs of conversion in a child.  It will look different in every child.  Usually parents will be the first to recognize signs of conversion in their children… which is why it’s important to keep the parents involved in the process from the beginning.  



Conversion Children are capable of: 
 

• Telling the difference between right 
and wrong, and admit when they 
have done something wrong. 
 

• Forming intimate relationships, 
especially with Jesus. 
 

• Telling the difference between 
regular bread and wine, and the 
Body and Blood of Christ. 
 

• Learning to love and forgive, even 
their enemies. 
 
 
 
 
 

Who do you say that I am? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conversion – some more points to consider.



Catechesis The Christian initiation of 
these children requires … the 

of the 
they need. 

 

 Involve parents/guardians in the 
catechetical instruction. 

 

Regular RCIA sessions with other 
child catechumens and their peers 

 

In some cases, join their parish 
religious education program, 
especially if they are young. 

 

Consider the previous religious 
formation/education of each child 
catechumen 

You shall love the Lord your God. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Catechesis as an education in the faith – initiatory.  In some cases, note that it may be appropriate to ask the catechumen/candidate to participate in some elements of their parish REL ED program.



Catechesis 
RCIA, 253 
 

“Accordingly, as with adults, their 
initiation is to be extended over 
several years, if need be, before 
they receive the sacraments…” 
 
RCIA, 254 
 

“[they] belong to a group of 
children of the same age who are 
already baptized and are 
preparing for confirmation and 
eucharist, their initiation 
progresses gradually and within the 
supportive setting of this group 
of companions…” 
 
 

With all your heart  
and with all your mind… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that the catechesis isn’t restricted to a few months, but varies on each individual.

Because they are still so social – this catechesis should take place within a group of their peers.  They will hopefully help eachother to understand.



Catechesis 
RCIA, 254 
 

“It is to be hoped that the children will 
also receive as much help and example 
as possible from their parents, whose 
permission is required for their children 
to be initiated and to live the Christian 
life.  The period of initiation will also 
provide a good opportunity for the 
family to have contact with priests and 
catechists.” 
 

RCIA, 255 
 

It is advantageous…to form a group of 
several children who are in the same 
situation, in order that by example they 
may help one another in their progress as 
catechumens.” 
 

And with all your strength. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parents play a crucial role in the RCIA process.  Also, the family needs to have contact with the Priests and Catechists from the beginning.  How can we see signs of conversion if we’ve just met the child for the very first time?



A process of Catechesis and Conversion 
Set within the context of peers, parents and companions… 

“…they are dependent on their parents or guardians and are 
still strongly influenced by their companions and their 
social surroundings.” 
    RCIA, 252 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key words:  set within the context of peers, parents and companions…



“A Culture of Encounter” 

Reaching out, fostering dialogue and friendship even 
outside the usual circles, and making a special point of 
encountering people who are neglected and ignored by 
the wider world. 



Initiatory Catechesis 
“Comprehensive and systematic formation in the faith… 
Includes more than instruction:  it is an apprenticeship  
of the entire Christian life, it is a “complete Christian 
initiation ,” which promotes an authentic following of  
Christ, focused on his Person; it implies education in  
knowledge of the faith, in such a manner that the entire 
Person, at his deepest levels, feels enriched by the word 
of God.” 
          ~ General Directory for Catechesis, 67 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an important slide – because it gives you the sense of what the content of the catechetical instruction needs to be, it’s more than an instruction – it’s an apprenticeship of Christian life.  They learn by watching it lived out in others.  It is about following CHRIST – and it is hard to imagine what life would be apart from Him and from His Word – which is a light to our paths…



Initiatory Catechesis 

“A basic and essential formation, centered on what 
constitutes the nucleus of Christian experience, 
the most fundamental certainties of the faith.” 

          
       ~ General Directory for Catechesis, 67 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some people think that in the catechumenate we have to cover all 2,000 years of Church history and theology – it’s not.  It’s a basic and essential formation, the “NUCLEUS” of christian experience.  Most fundamental certainties of the faith:

Who is God?
Why am I here?
What is the Christian meaning of life?
Why should I love my neighbor?

The Seven Sacraments as the way that God communicates his life and love to us.  

The reality of sin and evil in the world and in me.  How God comes to save me – why I need a savior to redeem me.  

These are big questions – but they are the nucleus of Christian Experience.  God is infinite love, and we hope to give the catechumens an experience of this love.



Ongoing Catechesis or Mystagogy 

Comprehensive,  
complex,  
ongoing and  
LIFELONG CATECHESIS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is life-long work that we need to beef up in the Church.  Ongoing catechesis – from womb to tomb!  We only stop unpacking our faith when we meet God face to face!



A series of 
Periods and Rites  
leading to the  
Sacraments of Initiation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In these next slides we have an overview of the RCIA process.  Slides are pretty self-explanatory…



The Period of Evangelization and 
Precatechumenate 
 “The Living God is faithfully and constantly 

proclaimed” (#36). 
 

 The children will become acquainted with the all-
loving God and Jesus Christ. 

 

 Informal gathering of the family, where the family tells 
its stories and the Church tells the story of God’s love 
in the Christian community. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Usually this period is initiated by a parent or grandparent or aunt/uncle who begins to tell the child about God.  Reads the bible to the child…  Then they bring the child to the church.



The Rite of Acceptance 
into the Order of Catechumens 

 Marks the end of the first period and the beginning of 
the second, the catechumenate.   

 

 Celebrates the initial conversion of the children and 
the first public witness of the candidates to the 
Church. 
 

 The children declare their intention to become 
members of the Church, and the Church “marks their 
reception and first consecration” (#41). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that the RCIA recommends this not be done in a large gathering – but rather a smaller gathering together with peers and baptized companions.



The Period of the Catechumenate 
 A time to deepen the child catechumen’s initial 

conversion by means of “suitable pastoral formation” 
(#75). 
 

 “Suitable catechesis based on the word of God and 
accomodated to the liturgical year” (#75.1). 
 

 Familiarity with the Christian way of life through 
interaction with the community 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An important part of the Catechumenate is the experience of Sunday Mass and the dismissal following the Liturgy of the Word.  Breaking open the Word of God is integral to the process…



The Period of the Catechumenate 
 Liturgical rites, such as celebrations of the word of 

God, blessings, exorcisms and anointings. 
 

 The Rite of Acceptance at the beginning of this period 
indicates that the Word of God will have prominence 
in the upcoming period of the catechumenate. 
 

 Once the child has “undergone conversion in mind 
and in action” and has “developed a sufficient 
acquaintance with Christian teaching” (#120), the 
child takes the next step… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve already talked about the content of the Catechumenate and the questions surrounding the length of the catechumenate.  Note:  at least one year is suggested by the US Bishops.



The Rite of Election 
 Optional for children – but most parishes include 

children in this rite, which closes the period of the 
catechumenate and begins the “final, more intense 
preparation for the sacraments of initiation” (#118). 
 

 A celebration of God’s election, or choice, of the 
children as expressed through the voice of the Church 
(the Bishop). 
 

 Acknowledges the conversion that has taken place and 
anticipates the continuing conversion that will take 
place in the third period… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Very important moment for the Church.



The Period of  
Purification and Enlightenment 

 A time of “intense spiritual preparation” for the 
children and their families” (#138). 
 

 Proximate preparation for the celebration of the 
Sacraments of Inititation, which coincides with LENT. 
 

 The Scrutinies and the handing over of the Creed and 
Lord’s Prayer are the primary means of formation for 
the children during this season.  A time for 
introspection and repentance.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The scrutinies are powerful moments of prayer, based on the scriptures, which will allow the Lord to work individually on each of the elect preparing to receive the Sacraments at Easter.



Celebration of the  
Sacraments of Initiation 
 The final step of initiation – the sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 
 

 Takes place at the Easter Vigil, together with the adults 
(#305, National Statute 18). 
 

 Children celebrate the fullness of sacramental 
initiation.  Confirmation and Eucharist are not to be 
delayed. 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the case of candidates seeking full communion, the celebration of Confirmation and Eucharist may take place at a Sunday during the Easter Season.



Postbaptismal Catechesis 
Mystagogy 
 A time for the children to reflect upon the great 

mysteries celebrated during their journey to initiation.   
 

 They come to deepen “their grasp of the paschal 
mystery” (#330, 224). 
 

 Time of transition into the community of the faithful, 
and to be incorporated into the parish catechetical 
program with their peers. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is crucial to the success of the process…



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for being messengers of the Good News – and allowing Christ to come to life in the lives of the young people you share the faith with!
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