Rite of sending Catechumens for Election (optional)
106.  At the conclusion of the Period of the Catechumenate, a Rite of Sending Catechumens for Election by the Bishop may be celebrated in parishes wherever this seems beneficial or desirable. When Election will take place in the parish, this rite is not used.
107.  As the focal point of the Church’s concern for the catechumens, admission to Election belongs to the Bishop who is usually its presiding celebrant. It is within the parish community, however, that the preliminary judgment is made concerning the catechuens’ state of formation and progress.
This rite offers that local community the opportunity to express its approval of the catechumens and to send them forth to the celebration of Election assured of the parish’s care and support.
108.  The rite is celebrated in the parish church at a suitable time prior to the Rite of Election.
109.  The rite takes place after the Homily in a Celebration of the Word of God (cf. no. 89) or at Mass.
110.  When the Rite of Sending Catechumens for Election is combined with the Rite of Sending Candidates for the Calling to Continuing Conversion, the alternate rite given in Appendix I, 2 is used (nos. 530-546).









Presentation of the Catechumens
111.  After the Homily, the Priest in charge of the catechumens’ Initiation, or a Deacon, a catechist, or a representative of the community, presents the catechumens, using the following or similar words:
Reverend Father, these catechumens, whom I now
	present to you,
are beginning their final period of preparation
	and purification
leading to their Initiation.
They have found strength in God’s grace
and support in our community’s prayers and example.
Now they ask that they be recognized
for the progress they have made in their spiritual formation
and that they receive the assurance of our blessings
	and prayers
as they go forth to the Rite of Election
celebrated this afternoon (or: next Sunday [or specify the day]) by Bishop N.
The celebrant replies:
Those who are to be sent to the celebration of Election
in Christ,
come forward, together with those who will be
	your godparents.
One by one, the catechumens are called by name. Each catechumen, accompanied by a godparent (or godparents), comes forward and stands before the celebrant. 




Affirmation by the Godparents (and the Assembly)
112.  Then the celebrant addresses the assembly in these or similar words:
My dear friends, these catechumens
who have been preparing for the Sacraments of Initiation
hope that they will be found ready to participate in the
Rite of Election
and be chosen in Christ for the Paschal Sacraments.
It is the responsibility of this community to inquire about 
their readiness before they are presented to the Bishop.

He addresses the godparents:

I turn to you, godparents, for your testimony about these catechumens.
Have they taken their formation in the Gospel
and in the catholic way of life seriously?

	Godparents:

They have.
	
	Celebrant:

Have they given evidence of their conversion by the
example of their lives?

Godparents:

They have.
	
	Celebrant:

Do you judge them to be ready
to be presented to the Bishop for the Rite of Election?

Godparents:

We do.

When appropriate in the circumstances, the celebrant may also ask the entire assembly to express its approval of the catechumens.

The celebrant concludes the affirmation by the following:

My dear catechumens, this community gladly recommends
you to the Bishop,
Who, in the name of Christ, will call you to the
Paschal Sacraments.
May God who has begun the good work in you bring it
to fulfillment.

	113.  If the signing of the Book of the Elect is to take place in the presence of the Bishop, it is omitted here.  However, if the signed Book of the Elect is to be presented to the Bishop in the Rite of Election, the catechumens may now come forward to sign it or they should sign it after the celebration or at another time prior to the Rite of Election.

Intercessions for the Catechumens
114.  Then the community prays for the catechumens by use of the following or a similar formula.  The celebrant may adapt the introduction and the intentions to fit various circumstances. Moreover, the usual intentions for the Church and the whole world should be added if the catechumens are to be dismissed after the Intercessions and the Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful) is omitted during Mass (cf. no. 117).
Celebrant:
Dear brothers and sisters, 
today we begin the Lenten journey 
looking forward to the saving mysteries of the Passion 
and Resurrection. 
The catechumens, whom we are bringing to the 
Paschal Sacraments, 
look to us for an example of renewal.

Therefore let us pray to the Lord for them and for ourselves, 
that being encouraged by our mutual renewal, 
we may be made worthy of the paschal graces.

	Lector
That these catechumens may renounce self-centeredness and think of others rather than themselves,
let us pray to the Lord:
R. Lord, hear our prayer.
Lector:
For their godparents, that they may show to the catechumens
a constant application of the Gospel
both in their private and in their public lives, 
let us pray to the Lord:
R. Lord, hear our prayer.
Lector:
For their catechists, that they may convey the sweetness 
of God’s word to those who search for it, 
let us pray to the Lord:
R. Lord, hear our prayer.
Lector:
That they may share with others
the happiness they have found in their faith,
let us pray to the Lord:
R. Lord, hear our prayer.
Lector:
For our community, that during this (or: the coming) 
Lenten season, it may be radiant with the fullness of charity and with 
constancy in prayer, 
let us pray to the Lord:
R. Lord, hear our prayer.
Prayer over the Catechumens
115.  The celebrant, extending his hands over the catechumens, concludes the Intercessions with this prayer:
Almighty, most beloved Father, 
whose will it is to renew all things in Christ 
and who draw all people to him, 
graciously guide these catechumens of the Church 
and grant that, faithful to the calling they have received, 
they may be built up into the kingdom of your Son 
and be sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

Dismissal of the catechumens
116.  If the Eucharist is to be celebrated, the catechumens are normally dismissed at this point by use of option A or B; if the catechumens are to stay for the celebration of the Eucharist, option C is used; if the Eucharist is not to be celebrated, the entire assembly is dismissed by use of option D.
A	The Deacon or the celebrant dismissed the catechumens in these or similar words:
My dear friends, you are about to enter with us on the
Lenten journey.  Christ will be for you the way, the
truth, and the life.  In his name we send you forth from this community to celebrate with the Bishop the Lord’s
choice of you to be numbered among his elect.  Until we
gather again for the Scrutinies, go in peace.
Catechumens:
Amen.

B	As an optional formula for dismissing the catechumens, the Deacon or the celebrant may use these or similar words:
My dear friends, this community now sends you forth
to reflet more deeply upon the word of God which you
have shared with us today.  Be assured of our loving
support and prayers for you.  We look forward to the day
when you will share fully in the Lord’s table.
C	If, however, for serious reasons the catechumens do not leave (cf. no. 75.3) and must remain with the faithful, they are to be instructed that, though they are present at the celebration of the Eucharist, they cannot take part as the baptized do.  They may be reminded of this by the Deacon or the celebrant in these or similar words:
Although you cannot yet participate fully in the Lord’s
Eucharist, stay with us as a sign of our hope that all
God’s children will eat and drink with the Lord and work
with his Holy Spirit to recreate the face of the earth.
D	If, however, the Eucharist is not celebrated, a suitable chant, as circumstances suggest, may be added, and the faithful and the elect may be dismissed, using these or similar words:
Celebrant:
Go in peace,
and may the Lord remain with you.
	All:
Thanks be to God.
Celebration of the Eucharist
117.  After the dismissal, the Eucharist is celebrated.  The Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful) for the needs of the Church and the whole world begins immediately.  Then, if required, the Creed is said, and the Preparation of the Gifts follows.  But for pastoral reasons the Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful) and the Creed may be omitted.
